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Lesson Title: Thinking Critically About Nonfiction 

Grade: 4 

Rationale: I decided to teach students to generate and pursue questions and ideas when reading informational text because this skill invites readers to think critically and better comprehend the information they are reading. Students often struggle comprehending nonfiction more than fiction due to its difference in language use and structure. This lesson will be used to then show readers how thinking about text varies in informational text compared to fiction.  
Common Core State Standards: 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text.

RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

RI.4.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range.
Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will generate and pursue questions and ideas regarding a piece of nonfiction. 

Materials: The Bermuda Triangle, short passages on a chart or overhead 

Procedure: 

1. Lesson Introduction/Objective and Purpose: 
· “We have been reading a nonfiction text, The Bermuda Triangle, by Andrew Donkin and we will continue to read the text in the next few days. Some of  you have also been reading nonfiction texts during independent reading. However, today I want to help you understand and learn to use a key strategy when reading nonfiction that will help better comprehend what you are reading. Similar to fiction, when reading nonfiction, good readers question the information they are reading to get a better understanding of the information. Good readers generate questions about the text based on previous knowledge they already know about the topic to be read, the headings of the text, or when reading text you are unsure of something. One way to question is through using post-it notes to jot down questions. These post-it notes are then used to help remind you of your question and to remember to search for the answer either by reading further or researching to find the answer.”
1. Teach and Model (Modeling the Thinking): 
· “ I would like to show you how I generate questions from nonfiction before I begin reading to help prepare myself to read for better comprehension.” Use the headings and pictures in the first chapter to generate questions: 
· Title: Bermuda Triangle, Heading: The Ships’ Graveyard, Picture: Sailor skeleton, and a ruined ship 
· “Boys and girls, when we read the book aloud, we first went over some questions we had about the cover, such as ‘Is there a war involved in the Bermuda Triangle?’ which is how we first prepare ourselves to read nonfiction if there is a cover illustration. Next, I look at the heading for my reading, which states, ‘The Ships’ Graveyard.’ Now I know that ships do not have their own graveyard on land, like people do, but I do know that ships do sink sometimes at sea. So my question for this passage is ‘What is a Ships’ Graveyard and Does a Ships’ Graveyard relate to ships sinking at sea?’ I write these questions on a post-it to refer back to after my reading and I place it right on the page to see if it will be answered.” 
· “Now I begin reading to see if I am able to answer my question, but as I read, I also look to see if I have other questions or comments about the reading that will help me better understand the content.” 
· The Sargasso Sea has been feared by sailors for centuries. It is a peculiar area of calm ocean that lies east of the island of Bermuda. 
· “Wow! This sea sounds so interesting because it has such a unique name and it is said to be feared by sailors for many, many years! Although, I am wondering, why the Sargasso Sea is feared by sailors, even though it is a sea of calm ocean. I am going to write that on another post-it and place it on the page to refer to later as I continue to read. Use the rest of the passage to answer questions: 
· The sea takes its name from a strange read seaweed, called sargassum, that covers its surface. Sailors terrified their fellow seamen by telling tales of a ships’ graveyard within the Sargasso Sea. Trapped by the seaweed and the lack of wind, ships are said to sail on for centuries- never to escape. They are manned by crews of skeletons, the flesh on their bones long since rotted away! 
· Ok! Now that I continued to read, I see that the interesting name of Sargasso is derived from the strange seaweed that inhabits the sea. Also, I have found an answer to one of my questions as the passage states, ‘Trapped by seaweed and lack of wind, ships are said to sail on for centuries-never to escape.’ This sentence tells me that the Sargasso Sea was so terrifying because it was so difficult for sailors to sail through. The seaweed would make it difficult for the ship to coast on the water and also I know sailors need wind for their ships to move, so if there is no wind, ships cannot move through the sea swiftly. This is why there sailors fear this sea; I am going to write that beneath my question, with an A on it post-it to remind myself of the answer to my question. I can also answer my other question regarding a ships’ graveyard, as I can infer from the reading that the sea itself is a ships’ graveyard because ships continue to sail throughout the sea as they are manned by crews of skeletons.” This is a really interesting section, and I wonder if this what other readers think of this legend! I think I will further research this after reading this piece of nonfiction, so I am going to place a post-it at the end of this chapter and write a R on it to remind myself to research that answer! 
1. Guided Practice (Example 1: Extensive Teacher Help): 
· Following the modeling, provide another example and have students assist you as you take the lead in teaching the strategy: 
· The lookout scanned the horizon carefully. There was something out there, he was sure of it. “Ship ahoy!” he finally shouted from high in the crow’s next of the Ellen Austin. In the distance was another ship, a schooner. It sails were raised, but something was wrong. “Call Captain Gould,” ordered the lookout. “ I think we’ve got a drifter!” Captain Gould came up onto the deck. He was captaining the Ellen Austin across the Atlantic on its voyage from England to Newfoundland. If the other ship was really adrift, then Gould could put a crew onboard and sail her to port, where he could claim a salvage fee. 
· “Let’s look at this passage together. The title of this passage is The Missing. What are our thoughts on the title of this passage? Pause for two responses, prompt if necessary. Yes, those are some interesting comments, I’m also wondering if the Missing has something to do with the ships’ graveyard we previously read. I am going to write that on a post-it and put it at the bottom of the page. Now let’s read some of the chapter. Begin choral reading of this passage. Hmm, there is some interesting things occurring in this passage! What are some questions or concerns you are having after reading this passage? Pause for two responses, prompt if necessary. Agreed, What is wrong with the schooner? What is a salvage fee and why did sailors in the 1800s put a crew onboard an unknown ship to claim a salvage fee? I will write these questions on a post-it to refer to later on. These are great questions that come directly from the nonfiction. As good readers, we will continue reading tomorrow to see if the answer is found and if so, we will write the answer on the proper post-it to have as a reference throughout our reading.  
· Example 2: Less Teacher Help (Dependent on student response and time): 
· “Now this time, we will read another passage and after we read this passage, I want you to turn and talk with a partner and discuss any questions or comments you may have regarding the text and what from the text made you generate that specific question or comment.” 
· From the chapter titled, The Vanishing of Flight 19, December 5, 1945: The five Avenger torpedo bombers has taken off on a training mission earlier that day. The weather was good. All five planes had performed the practice bombing run without a hitch. Then, on the flight back to the base, the pilots had suddenly reported that their instruments were going crazy. Now Flight 19 was in real danger....Charles Taylor [flight leader] strained to see if there was any sign of land ahead, but he could see none....The control tower was full of people now, all anxious about their friends in the air. Suddenly the radio burst into life once more. “We are completely lost,” said the voice of Taylor. “We’re going to...” Then there was silence, a complete and chilling silence. Nearly one hundred ships and planes took part in the search. But no trace of Flight 19 was found anywhere-not one life jacket or wreckage of any kind. 
· In this passage, we are given some information regarding an airplane that was traveling from England to Florida. What are did some of questions or comments you and your partner discussed that we could possibly find an answer to later in the reading? Take 3 responses, ask students what in the text made them generate that question if they do not initially state it in their response. Possible Questions: “What is a practice bombing run for pilots? What would be some complications that flight instruments could go through in 1945? Was Flight 19 ever found, after 1945?” 
4. Independent Practice (Example 3: No Teacher Help): 
· Once students have demonstrated confidence in generating and pursuing questions and comments of a piece of nonfiction, students will return to their seats, where they will be asked to read their independent nonfiction books. 
· “Boys and girls, now that we have learned how to generate and pursue questions and comments in nonfiction books, I want you to generate three questions (on post-its) when reading your nonfiction books. While you are reading also see if your questions are answered in the text as you continue reading. You can do this through using post-its like we just discussed or by a strategy that works for you. Once independent reading is over, we will come back and discuss as a class what questions or comments you raised during your reading and if they were answered.” 
Assessment: 

· How will you know the lesson has been successful? 
· You will be able to determine if the lesson was successful by observing students responses during the guided practice regarding the ability to generate questions and comments based on the passage. Also, you will formatively assess students’ discussion with their peers, sticky-notes, or other response technique to determine if students are generating and pursuing reasonable questions and comments based on the nonfiction texts they are reading.  

